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Toward Middle Ground 


Few of us are aware of the 
great struggles going on behind 
the scenes to determine whether 
millions of unelectrified farms 
shall be served by privately-own- 
ed utilities or by government- 
sponsored power projects. For in- 
stance, a conflict is raging in 
Georgia, where a government 
power project is being bitterly 
fought by private power interests. 
In this instance such a capitalistic 
force as the Atlanta Chamber of 
Commerce has joined with a Unit- 
ed States Senator from Georgia 
and with Army engineers who are 
engaged in constructing a large 
Georgia government project. They 
are defending the government’s 
plan to extend cheap power to the 
farmers. The private utility com- 
panies fought all plans of rural 
electrification as long as_ they 
could, and then approached the 
task at a snail’s pace as far as 
extending their own services was 
concerned. But when the govern- 
ment program of flood contro] and 
cheap power became a reality, the 
battle was on, 

Even Georgia newspapers are 
boosting the government project, 
(a rare thing indeed, for a great 
many papers have always bowed 
to the advertising pressure of util- 
ity companies), because like the 
Chamber of Commerce of Atlanta 
they realize that the government 
project will bring prosperity and 
higher living standards more 
quickly than anything ever con- 
templated by the privately-owned 
corporations. The great Tennessee 
projects provide ample evidence of 
this. 

The government’s side of these 
battles was forcefully stated by 
Claude Wickard, Rural Electrifica- 
tion Administrator, who has 
claimed in many public statements 
that only electric cooperatives can 
provide low cost rural service. 
Commercial firms, which he says 
work practically on a _ cost-plus 
basis, have little interest in hold- 
ing down costs and “confine the 
extension of their lines strictly to 
those rural territories which offer 
maximum return.... 

“They [the commercia] firms] 
think in terms of sufficient reve- 


(continued on next page) 


AR ENMESHES MEN IN AN INTOXICATING HAZE of 

glory, profits and exhilarating action, not too unlike the effects 
of alcohol or narcotics. War seems to leave men powerless to make a 
choice where moral issues are involved. Hence, when they go into 
war, they do so saying, “We will make a better world of peace and 
justice.” But they always come out of the war with less peace and a 
lower sense of justice than formerly. 

Until men become sufficiently enlightened to tear from war its 
false claim of being a method for attaining peace and justice, there 
can be no peace and no justice. That is the one lesson the futile peace 
efforts following World War I and World War II must teach us. 
War is based on brutality, deception, hatred and destruction. Can a 
leopard bring forth a lamb? Peace is the fruit of truth, mercy and 
love. Let us be sure of one thing then,—peace will not come from 
militarists, political leaders and diplomats. Peace will come through 
the Kingdom of God. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


OVERNMENT CONTROLS TO LIGHTEN. A year ago, 
BETWEEN THE LINES forecast to its readers that, in spite of all 
the enormous pressure to do away with government controls over our 
economy such as the OPA, these controls would have to be maintain- 
ed for a year or more after the war. That forecast, drawn from re- 
ports from non-political economists in Washington, has been thor- 
oughly fulfilled. Through all the months of furious battling between 
business interests and the government to end these controls, the 
framework of government restraint over economic extremes continues. 
We are now receiving reports from these same dependable 
sources that within a very few months these government restraints and 
regulations over our economy will lift rapidly. There are many rea- 
sons for this and we can mention some only briefly. Further price rises 
will bring buyer strikes; business has learned that the feverish de- 
mand for luxury goods at exorbitant prices is subsiding with the war 
hysteria; labor, while still fighting to adjust wages to rising prices, is 
putting on a campaign behind the scenes of greater worker produc- 
tion. These and many other factors too numerous to mention mean 
that, within the next six months, war conditions in industry, which 
we had begun to feel would never ease up, will turn to real post-war 
conditions. 

However, the forecast should warn of continued labor strife,— 
not so much over wages as over matters of policy, labor participation 
in long-range management planning, an annual wage, organized 
health and pension plans for industrial workers and similar objectives. 


OR PEACE IN 1941. The United States government has at last 

confirmed reports that as early as 1941 a large group of influential 
Germans, representing a powerful underground movement in Ger- 
many, made efforts to secure the support of the United States and 
Britain in the overthrow of the Nazis and the establishment in Berlin 
of a government that would deal with the Allies on peaceful terms. 
This German underground movement was led chiefly by both Prot- 
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Roosevelt Viewpoint 


During the war days when 
Roosevelt and Churchill were 
meeting frequently, Between The 
Lines reported that there were 
many important, emphatic and 
significant disagreements between 
the American President and the 
British Tory Prime Minister that 
would have disastrous  conse- 
quences for American policy and 
the welfare of the American peo- 
ple. 

This reporting and forecasting, 
which we endeavored to provide in 
spite of severe criticism, is now 
borne out by the book just writ- 
ten by Elliott Roosevelt about the 
war years of his father. Powerful 
interests in America linked to 
foreign imperialism are using 
some of the unfortunate aspects 
of the Roosevelt family’s behavior 
to smear the book and discount its 
report. But it happens that too 
many people associated with the 
President during those years know 
that what the book reports is true 
and are openly saying so. 

Elliott reports that his father 
said, at Casablanca in 1943, that 
“the colonial system means war. 

. Don’t think for a minute,” 
said the President, “that Ameri- 
cans would be dying in the Pa- 
cific tonight if it hadn’t been for 
the shortsighted greed of the 
French and the British and the 
Dutch.” 

According to the conversations 
between Elliott Roosevelt and his 
father, as related in the book, the 
elder Roosevelt firmly believed 
that the old colonial systems 
should be eliminated in the post- 
war world, and he was hoping to 
persuade Churchill to that view- 
point: 

“Churchill may have thought I 
wasn’t serious , . He’ll find 
out...” the President said. “Ex- 
ploit the resources of an India, a 
Burma, a Java—take all the 
wealth out of those countries but 
never put anything back into them 
—and all you’re doing is storing 
up the trouble that leads to war.” 

After the Casablanca confer- 
ence, President Roosevelt told his 
son, “This time I’ve tried to make 
it clear to Winston that while 
we're their Allies they must never 
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Toward Middle Ground 


(continued) 


nue to pay their executives large 
salaries, to pay large retainer 
fees, and the huge amounts for 
publicity and so-called public re- 
lations activities and still leave 
something for the holders of their 
bonds and stocks. , . . They go to 
State utility commissions and 
show their costs and ask that 
their rates and their profit be es- 
tablished accordingly, no matter 
how high their cost figures may 
be.” 

The Rural Electrification Ad- 
ministration was set up in 1935 
and has been subject to attack 
from private utility interests since 
its beginnings, said Mr. Wickard. 
More than one-third of the farms 
now getting electric service re- 
ceive it through the almost 900 
REA cooperatives. Private inter- 
ests last fall tried to convince 
Congress that REA had enough 
funds on hand to finish its job, 
although six million farms are 
still without electricity. Congress 
appropriated an additional $350,- 
000,000 for further rural electri- 
fication. 

Mr. Wickard points out that the 
private utilities carry electric pow- 
er only to the potentially profitable 
areas, Whereas the REA coopera- 
tives propose to reach all the peo- 
ple on a policy of area coverage, 
and he also suggests that the REA 
cooperatives, by providing compe- 
tition for the private companies, 
are “more effective than any reg- 
ulation” in keeping power rates 
at reasonable figures. 

Private utility corporations are 
charging that government control 
of public resources and govern- 
ment-sponsored farm power co- 
operatives tend toward commu- 
nism, but it is important to note 
that economists, who are not sub- 
servient to or the hirelings of 
private power groups, are saying 
that the development of govern- 
ment control of our national re- 
sources and the development of 
cooperative projects in public serv- 
ice represent the best defense we 
have to protect capitalism from 
further trends toward monopolis- 
tic control which in turn leads di- 
rectly to fascism, Communism is 
one extreme, monopolistic fascism 
is the other, Economic democracy 
for all the people is the middle 
ground which America seeks. 


Hemisphere Trade 


Latin-American republics in their 
newly developed wealth are rapidly 
passing from debtor to creditor 
nations, The enormous mineral re- 
sources of such nations as Vene- 
zuela, Mexico, the industrial de- 
velopment of Brazil and Argen- 
tina, have created such wealth that 
native financiers in these countries 
are now able to organize financial 
pools capable of buying out for- 
eign investments. Moreover, laws 
are being passed by local govern- 
ments forcing the consummation 
of such sales when the foreign in- 
vestor is reluctant to release his 
holdings. 

(continued on next page) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


estant and Catholic clergymen associated with some of Germany’s 
leading educators and, most important of all, was backed by some of 
the most powerful figures in the German army—many of whom, as 
the world knows, hated Hitler although they were forced to cooper- 
ate with him. 

This complete verification of what was already believed in Chris- 
tian circles, was recently released for publication by the Associated 
Press, although few papers or radios gave it much attention. 

When you analyze the meaning of this revealing news, the po- 
tentialities are incredible. This German underground organization, led 
by heroic German Christians, is known twice nearly to have succeeded 
in killing Hitler during the the war without any outside assistance. 
The Associated Press report states that approximately five thousand 
Germans were executed in the blood purge of 1944 when an under- 
ground bomb barely missed destroying Hitler and the top Nazi lead- 
ers. The Associated Press also stated that German churchmen con- 
nected with the anti-Nazi movement tried through church connections 
in Sweden, Switzerland and England to persuade the Allied leaders 
and Christian forces to come to their aid. 

In the early days of the war, at the very time that the Christian- 
led underground movement in Germany was appealing to the Allies 
for aid, we were organizing the O.S.S. brigades—large groups of spe- 
cially trained secret operators whom we scattered over the earth in 
underground movements of our own to sabotage and frustrate Ger- 
man and Japanese military plans. 

Those in Washington and London, who sat on the report of Ger- 
man peace appeals for five years, are no doubt saying, “What could 
we have done to help?” Anyone who has followed the history of the 
underground movements in this war knows that a few thousand of 
our specially trained OSS operators and a few million dollars, infil- 
trated into Germany to give extensive support to the Christian-led 
German resistance movement; would have thrown the whole German 
war and political machine off the track and into a veritable explosion 
of inside chaos and revolt. For if these resistance leaders alone, with- 
out any outside support, could twice bring Hitler and his gang close 
to assassination, what could they not have done with the enormous 
amount of help we might have given them? We lost hundreds of 
thousands of lives and billions of dollars in this war. Wasn’t the 
shorter, infinitely cheaper way even worth trying? 

All the efforts to hush up these revelations do not answer the 
challenge that must stand before the judgment of the coming years 
when history fully measures the cost to the world of World War II. 
There was another, a better way open. But apparently too much glory 
and too great profits were involved for us to seize the opportunity the 
German underground movement offered. 


O COOPERATION. What do you know about this? A congres- 

sional committee investigating the cause of labor disputes, hoping 

to find some of the fundamental reasons for economic conflicts in our 

society, have asked for spokesmen from labor and business manage- 

ment to cooperate with them in securing materials and testimony that 
will aid in finding possible solutions. 

Labor was quick to go along with the suggestion, but the Nationa! 
Manufacturers Association, which spent nearly two million dollars last 
year in propaganda to protect monopolistic capitalism and kill indivi- 
dual free enterprise where it conflicts with that monopolistic capitalism, 
refused to cooperate with the congressional committee! They curtly 
informed the congressmen in so many words that they weren’t inter- 
ested in the cause of labor disputes! 

It isn’t hard to see what folks in business and management reaily 
believe about attaining economic democracy. 


("OMMUNISM IN AMERICA. War pressure against Russia has 

been whipped up to such an extent in the American mind that 
little attention has been given to the fact that, for the first time in our 
history, communism has been able to make a bid for an important and 
lasting position of power in our economic and social life. Contrary to 
the popular impression, the communists have held but a relatively mi- 
nor place in our labor unions and minority racial groups—this minor re- 
lationship being greatly exaggerated in the public mind by the noisy 
and troublesome activities they have maintained wherever they have 
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Roosevelt Viewpoint 


(continued ) 

get the idea that we’re in this war 
just to help them hang on to ar- 
chaic, medieval empire ideas. I 
hope they realize, after we've 
won, that we’re not going to sit 
by and watch their system stulti- 
fy the growth of every country in 
Asia and half of Europe.” 


Truth About Kagawa 


An abundance of indisputable 
evidence has now reached Amer- 
ica from various sources refuting 
all the war-bred lies and smears 
against Toyohiko Kagawa, the 
great Japanese Christian, which 
filled the press at intervals some 
months ago. Christian leaders re- 
turning from Japan and corre- 
spondence with Christian Japanese 
leaders in the hands of many 
Christian leaders here have clear- 
ed up this shameful episode once 
and for all. 

What gave the smear artists 
their chance was that Kagawa 
condemned the wholesale slaugh- 
ter of women and children, irre- 
spective of whose bombs did the 
killing, Kagawa had been in trou- 
ble in Japan repeatedly for de- 
nouncing the bombing of women 
and children in China by the Japa- 
nese military. We praised him for 
that courageous action. In the 
same spirit of daring, he con- 
demned the wholesale slaughter 
of the women and children of Ja- 
pan by American bombs as not in 
any way an expression of Chris- 
tian thought or the wish of the 
Christian people of America, 

Few indeed are the Christians 
anywhere now, since the stench 
and poison of war-time propagan- 
da has faded, who would not join 
him in his stand. Be alert to stop 
these smears against a _ world 
Christian. 


Mixed Marriages 


A plan to combat the harm as- 
sociated with many “mixed mar- 
riages” (a Roman Catholic-Prot- 
estant marriage) has been formu- 
lated by the Lutheran Church. 
This plan is designed to release 
the Protestant member of a mix- 
ed marriage from the agreements 
previously made to the Roman 
Catholic Church at the time of 
marriage, concerning the religious 
training to be given any children 
born of the marriage. It applies, 
therefore, to Lutherans who have 
already pledged themselves that 
all children born of their marriage 
to a Roman Catholic be baptized 
and reared in the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

The Lutherans have drawn up 
a second declaration in which the 
signer confesses to having sinned 
in signing the Catholic contract 
and promises that “instead of 
keeping this promise I now break 
it and shall have my children bap- 
tized and reared in the Lutheran 
Church.” If a member of the Luth- 
eran Church refuses to sign these 
declarations, or does not keep the 
terms after having signed them, 
he is to be excluded from commun- 
ion or dropped from the member- 
ship rolls of the Lutheran Church, 





Hemisphere Trade 


(continued) 

Hence the oil, tin, lead and sil- 
ver of Chile, Peru, Venezuela and 
Mexico are now being bought by 
foreign nations from locally owned 
corporations, creating large finan- 
cial credits for these purchases. 

Instead of bringing doomsday, 
as the foreign investment world 
predicted when this transition first 
became a reality, the change is 
promising an enormous increase of 
trade with the buying nations, 
chiefly the United States, England 
and a few others which formerly 
held the foreign investments. 
Money is no longer being drained 
out of the Latin American coun- 
tries; it is now staying at home 
and is vastly increasing the stand- 
ard of living and the purchasing 
power of loca] native populations. 
The American dollar is no longer 
a rare and precious thing in Car- 
acas, Rio or Tampico, with which 
you could buy half the town. In 
fact, dollars buy very little more 
than do the pesos of the people— 
people who formerly lived on star- 
ation wages paid by foreign-owned 
industries but who now receive 
tripled and quadrupled wages from 
industries owned by their own peo- 
ple and governments. 

As one prominent American ex- 
port trader said recently before a 
Latin- American trade meeting, 
“Dollars down here aren’t as big 
as they were, but there are a lot 
more of them, and a geometric in- 
crease of trade between our coun- 
tries is going to follow.” 

With Europe and Asia still in 
the grip of hunger, destruction and 
war-breeding fears, the American 
mind should turn to its own great 
western hemisphere where new 
worlds are waiting to be born. 


Drink and Accidents 


It is almost the universal cus- 
tom for news reports of auto ac- 
cidents to avoid mention of the 
fact that often the drivers were 
drunk at the time the accident oc- 
curred. This voluntary censorship 
is the result of the direct influ- 
ence of the immense amount of 
money spent on liquor advertising. 
In spite of this censorship, drunk- 
enness is at the bottom of nearly 
all highway accidents, according 
to E. T, Cunningham, editor of 
The Weekly Underwriter. Mr. 
Cunningham says: 

“It is a well-known fact, which 
safety men choose to ignore, that 
over-indulgence in _ intoxicating 
liquors on the part of drivers is 
responsible for about 90 per cent 
of all automobile accidents. If au- 
thorities had enough nerve to en- 
force the existing liquor laws re- 
garding drivers, motoring would 
be more pleasant. 

“I investigated many automo- 
bile accidents and invariably found 
a whiskey bottle on the back seat 
of the wrecked car. . . . About fif- 
teen years ago a model traffic 
court was established in Danbury, 
Connecticut, and . , . the vast ma- 
jority of cases that come before 
this court are for speeding or 
driving while intoxicated.” 

(continued in third column) 


THE REMINDER 










We must put 
more religion into 
Our Personal and 
National (fe 











It has become a custom among political and civic leaders to pay hom- 
age to religion and the need for it in American life. But hasn’t the time 
come to take a step beyond generalities? If we need more efficient com- 
munication systems, we must strengthen and improve our travel and com- 
munication equipment; if we want better educated boys and girls, we 
must improve our schools; if we want healthier citizens, we must strength- 
en our systems of public health; if we want more spiritual and moral 
strength in American life, we must strengthen our churches. If a political 
or civic voice, speaking of the need for religion, wants to lift his state- 
ment above a banal gesture, let him follow his remark by pledging himself 
and asking of others a more faithful support of the church in attendance 
and gifts. Let him point out the necessity for putting our lives into the 
church if we want to get religion into our lives. 








X-Ray and Foreeast (cowinued) 


been able to wedge in, giving an impression of strength grossly out 
of proportion to their actual power. 

Oddly enough, at the very time that the press and radio has been 
concentrating on an all-out propaganda hurricane against Russia, the 
local communists have been staging the most dramatic and important 
onslaught against our American industrial and social life in the his- 
tory of the radical movement in the United States. 

As we all know, the communist technique is to use small but 
concentrated and consecrated bands to foment dissension, stir up in- 
ner strife and promote chaos as a means toward revolution. But ac- 
tually, there have been only three labor unions in America in which 
communist control has been really effective. These three unions are 
all CIO: the marine union, the longshoremen’s union and the elec- 
trical workers’ union. The AFL, the United Mine Workers, the Rail- 
road Brotherhoods, have all waged a constant and successful war 
against the communists. 

In recent weeks, as if fearing that the war with Russia was near 
and that they had little time to accomplish their ends, the American 
communists have launched a furious attempt to project their power 
and influence into a much wider arc. And this attempt has not been 
made on the picket lines of the current strikes, as you might judge by 
headlines, but back in the deep recesses of union organizations them- 
selves, and within the even more unseen channels of life within the 
great Negro population of America. Little news reaches the American 
public from these sources. 

Actually, the CIO with its millions of militant workers is bat- 
tling strenuously in numerous of its unions against fresh attacks by 
the communists. Philip Murray, head of the CIO, a devout Catholic 
layman and hence very anti-communist in his personal convictions, is 
fighting the Reds on all fronts. A whole series of union conventions 
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(continued) 

Mr. Cunningham said that his 
experience as a reporter convinced 
him that practically every person 
who speeds an automobile has 
been doing considerable drinking, 
and he added that court records 
sometimes suppressed informa- 
tion concerning drunken driving 
where there is “the angle of po- 
litical influence and family influ- 
ence.” 


When Statesmen Fail 


The American Federation of 
Scientists, representing many of 
America’s best scientific minds, 
has turned to the religious lead- 
ers and spiritual bodies of this 
nation for help in the task of sur- 
rounding atomic energy with 
moral control, Formal appeals 
were made by this group to Prot- 
estants, Catholics and Jews, urging 
recognition of the danger of the 
total destruction of our civiliza- 
tion by uncontrolled use of atomic 
power. The implications of the sci- 
entists’ words are that the states- 
men are failing,—that the people 
of spiritual insight must. be 
awakened and must act or civili- 
zation will be destroyed. 


Spiritual Invasion 


The American Bible Society has 
announced that it will produce 
one million German language Bi- 
bles for the people and churches 
of Germany. The Bibles will be 
printed in Germany from Ameri- 
can materials, except for 250,000 
Bibles and a large number of New 
Testaments to be shipped directly 
from America and 65,000 Testa- 
ments to be produced in Finland. 


From the Vatican 


This will give you an idea how 
deeply and vigorously the Vatican 
is working to promote war with 
Russia. The only Chinese cardinal, 
Cardinal Tien, who just recently 
received his red hat, left the Vati- 
can the other day after an inter- 
view with the Pope and said that 
a third world war is coming soon, 
and should be started immediately 
to avoid wiping out the entire hu- 
man race and to prevent the souls 
of men from being poisoned with 
bolshevism, 

The reverend cardinal repeated 
the pronouncement in interviews 
all the way back to China. The 
Pope knows how to get things 
said when he wants them broad- 
cast. 


Economics and Race 


Reports from the southland in- 
dicate a growing racial tension 
in rural areas which is already 
bearing fruit in outbreaks of vio- 
lence. Social scientists of the 
South report that the trouble is 
more deeply seated than racial] an- 
tagonism; its roots are to be 
found among the great numbers 
of sharecroppers and impoverish- 
ed tenants and farm workers. 
Many of these have seen the prof- 
its of their war-time harvests be- 
ing reaped by the landowners and 
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Economics and Race 
(continued) 


the large farm operators who use 
long standing indebtedness and 
other economic weapons to de- 
prive the “proper cropper” of his 
just share of the boom prices. 
Fear and frustration filling the 
minds of these depressed groups 
have made them abnormally sen- 
sitive to racial tensions, for the 
Negro sharecropper across the 
road is competing to survive un- 
der the same circumstances. Fur- 
thermore some landowners are 
known to play off these depressed 
racial groups against each other 
to the owners’ advantage. 

It is gratifying to hear that in 
several of the recent racial out- 
breaks, young Southern clergy- 
men have taken courageous posi- 
tions and have often been largely 
instrumental in reestablishing 
community peace, in spite of false 
charges and accusations hurled 
against them by powerful factions 
that are largely responsible for 
the racial troubles. 


Welfare Fund 


Government officials in charge 
of the nation’s soft coal mines, 
which were recently on strike, re- 
port that the coal operators, who 
had so vehemently fought the idea 
of a welfare and retirement fund 
for the miners as being a social- 
istic and communistic plan, are 
now completely reversed in their 
position and are privately telling 
government authorities that it is 
the best idea that has hit the in- 
dustry for a century! 

In the meantime, tough old 
John L. Lewis, who fought this 
idea through to a successful con- 
clusion after years of battling 
with owners and operators, is 
working out the details of what 
industrial economists say will be 
America’s foremost labor welfare 
experiment. We predict that this 
will change the shape of the en- 
tire labor industrial pattern of re- 
lationship, especially in respect to 
pensions, medical care, family hos- 
pital and medical service and re- 
tirement funds ... the things for 
which workers work in order that 
their families may live at least a 
little way beyond the line of bare 
survival, 


The Supreme Court 


One of the trends of our nation- 
al life, which gives the Christian 
layman considerable concern, is 
the dominance of selfish interest 
through the manipulation of polit- 
ical power, This is not a charac- 
teristic.of any particular party. A 
check up would show that the 
danger has arisen fully as often 
during Republican regimes in the 
past as in Democratic adminis- 
trations. However, with the United 
States Supreme Court the basis of 
our whole constitutional justice 
and freedom, we do believe there 
is a particular cause for anxiety 
in the way this Court has been 
increasingly subjected to political 
rather than moral judgment and 
controls, through the manipula- 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


are being held this fall and in all of them the battle against increased 
communist control is being fought out on a scale never before known 
in our labor history. Naturally much of the struggle is brought to its 
whitest heat with the appearance on the platform of anti-com- 
munist union chief Murray. So far the communists have been de- 
feated on nearly all sectors, although in a few instances the defeat has 
been by a surprisingly narrow margin, It should be clearly understood, 
however, that in the majority of cases, the communists are thoroughly 
trounced, an element of the picture seldom made evident in the usual 
reports. The significance of this situation is not in some deduction 
that communism is on the increase, for the results would hardly bear 
this out, but there is a decided indication that the communist forces 
which we do have in America have entered a period of greatly in- 
creased activity that will be more and more felt in American life until 
some climax not yet in sight has been reached. 

We believe also that the most important long range influence will 
be felt in Negro communities where unemployment and economic de- 
pression are already being felt as white workers are displacing Ne- 
groes, wiping out gains made by the Negro worker during the war. 
The radicals are striking out hard and effectively at these injustices 
and are getting much greater response than white observers are in- 
clined to believe. 

In the past the CIO was the only union offering organizational 
assistance to the Negro worker, and many CIO organizers have been 
left-wingers. But lately the AFL, with its traditional anti-communist 
viewpoint, has been moving into the Negro areas with programs that 
offer the Negro much. For instance, President William L. Green of 
the AFL, recently warned a strong Negro union that the communists 
are attempting to use the Negro “as a cats-paw for the promotion of 
revolution, with no real concern for the welfare of the minority race.” 

There is another very important phase of the question which is 
also of deep concern to the Christian mind. While there are millions 
of Christians in Russia, and these Christian forces arising out of per- 
secution have shown amazing power to defeat the best laid plans of 
the bolsheviks who sought to destroy them and their faith, yet the 
fact remains that practically all the communists in America are athe- 
istic and represent as a rule only the worst elements and techniques of 
the Russian revolution. That sentence should almost be memorized 
by every Christian layman! In it lies the guide to an attitude that fol- 
lows truth instead of propaganda. 

The revolution in Russia has been in a continuous state of evolu- 
tion. Although the atheistic bolsheviks are still on top, yet Christian- 
ity is now becoming increasingly triumphant, with the result that, if 
the curse of war does not intervene, Russian national policy and ac- 
tion will slowly but increasingly be influenced by this tremendous 
leaven ... a fact the Church of Rome and the world monopolistic 
financial and industrial forces within our capitalistic system, in their 
hysterical fright of Russia, refuse to see. 

However, the communist groups in America are blind to the 
spiritual evolution within the political revolution of Russia and almost 
unanimously maintain the militant atheistic line. They are violent in 
their methods, without any moral allegiance to truth or fair play in 
their technique and thus represent forces in our national life that are 
for the most part anti-Christian and destructive in that they promote 
change only through hatred and violence. Such a position is the anti- 
thesis of the Christian philosophy which promotes change in patience 
and love through men’s minds and hearts. Our national and domestic 
welfare requires that we should maintain close guard over the activi- 
ties of our native and imported communists. In fact we may be reas- 
sured that such is exactly the policy of our government, that there is 
little that goes on in communist circles that is not known and recorded 
by the FBI. 

But the Christian layman needs also to put a watchful guard over 
his mind that he not be confused by what the noisy communist minor- 
ity is doing in America and what God is doing in Russia through the 
millions of Russian Christians who have been tried in the fires of 
persecution and whose influence will be increasingly felt in the ever- 
changing patterns of European diplomacy,—if the hysteria and de- 
struction of war does not first intervene to bring darkness and death 
upon us all. 
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tion of its appointments during 
the past ten years. 

Historically men have been and 
should be appointed for their ju- 
dicial experience and the record of 
their character and mora] judg- 
ment as expressed in the record of 
their court decisions. As brought 
to light by Washington newsman 
Peter Edson, the records of pres- 
ent Supreme Court justices show 
a surprising lack of previous ju- 
dicial experience. Mr. Edson lists 
the court background of the jus- 
tices: Wiley Rutledge was a law 
professor and then served four 
years on the District of Columbia 
Court of Appeals; Hugo Black 
served 18 months as a police court 
judge in Birmingham around 1910, 
was a county prosecutor for two 
years, a general practice lawyer 
for six and a United States sena- 
tor; Stanley Reed served as coun- 
sel for government agencies and 
as United States solicitor general 
for three years on the Securities 
and Exchange Commission; Felix 
Frankfurter was a law professor 
at Harvard; Frank Murphy was 
an attorney general and was gov- 
ernor of Michigan and of the Phil- 
ippines; Robert H. Jackson was 
an attorney general and a United 
States solicitor general; Harold 
Burton was a lawyer and mayor 
of Cleveland, then United States 
senator from Ohio. Fred M. Vin- 
son was associated justice of the 
District of Columbia Court of Ap- 
peals and chief judge of the Emer- 
gency Court of Appeals for price 
control, qa total of five years court 
experience. But, as Mr, Edson 
points out, these five years will 
make him the man with the most 
lower court background. 

“The sad lack of previous expe- 
rience on the bench presents the 
opportunity for serious criticism 
of the American judicial system,” 
comments the news writer. “It 
also offers a plausible explanation 
for the squabbles and dissensions, 
the five-to-four decisions, the 
philosophical arguments between 
conservative and liberal factions 
which have characterized the Su- 
preme Court’s performance in re- 
cent years. 

“As the late Chief Justice Har- 
lan F. Stone is reported to have 
said, his principal trouble with the 
court was that the Presidents 
never sent up enough real judges 
to get out the work. The present 
court may be made up of entirely 
capable, and even brilliant, law- 
yers. But lawyers, Not trained 
judges. The best lawyer in the 
country would probably make the 
worst judge.” 

We believe a close observer of 
this situation would concur with 
the deduction that the search for 
talent for this Court in late years 
has not been a search for men 
qualified in a judiciary or moral 
sense, but for men who would 
“play ball” with the manipulations 
of political machinery. In this is 
the evidence of a democracy grow- 
ing dangerously ill in its most 
vital organs, And it is a malady 
arising out of the hearts of men. 











